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President’s Report in AGM 2021 

Namaste, 

 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all members, patrons, donors, past presidents, community 

leaders and executive members who have joined us for our virtual Annual General Meeting. As we continue 

to live and strive in the new COVID normal, I sincerely look forward to the day we can finally host some 

face to face meetings and cultural events. 

 

On the 8th of November 2020, a new executive committee was formed under my leadership and it took over 

the responsibility in what we can all agree was a very challenging time in modern day human history. 

Nevertheless, the committee continued to work in virtual environment and contributed significantly to the 

cause of ANMC. I would like to take this opportunity to thank office bearers and members of the current 

executive committee. My sincere thanks to your family members as it would not have been possible for you 

to contribute for this noble cause without their continuous love and support. 

 
As you are all aware, ANMC purchased 15 acres of land at 100 Duncans Lane, Diggers Rest in 2019. 

However, the community could not use this place for the desired purpose without obtaining the necessary 

permit from the council. Hence, the current executive committee prioritized applying for the planning permit 

for the change of usage of the existing facilities at 100 Duncans Lane. A subcommittee with dedicated team 

of volunteers with different skill sets was formed by the executive committee under my leadership and was 

tasked to create a working model, finalise the selection guidelines to select consultants and coordinate the 

entire process of putting forth the planning permit application. The planning permit application was 

submitted to the Hume Council on 19th August 2021 and we are currently waiting on the outcome. 

 

Our initial proposal to the council is to use the facility as a place of worship with minimum structural change 

to the existing building. Regardless of the short-term goal, our common dream is to establish a cultural 

centre where we can have our temples and stupa. It will be a Nepalese cultural centre where we can showcase 

our rich culture and heritage. For a project of this scale, it will be a daunting yet fulfilling task to mobilise 

volunteers and community resources, which is why we are aiming to execute the project in various stages. 

The master plan drafting committee formed by the Executive Committee in September 2021 has been 

working tirelessly, brainstorming and putting together our vision. The committee has been tasked with 

conducting community consultation and creating the road map of execution of the master plan. 

 

Last year we received $4,000 from Hume Council for our Virtual Dashain program and a further $2,000 has 

been approved by Victorian Multicultural Commission to celebrate the Nepalese New Year. Our Grant 

committee is quite vigilant to tap into potential grants for ANMC. We have also recently formed the ANMC 

interest lobbying group. This group has been entrusted with the responsibility of lobbying with 

parliamentarians, politicians, and departments of government for financial and non-financial assistance. We 

aim to apply for Multicultural Community Infrastructure Grant 2022, however, at the moment, this is subject 

to the planning permit approval by the Hume council. 

 
Although, this past year, we were unable to hold any face-to-face programs due to pandemic, all our sub-

committees will continue working in 2022 and contributing to achieve our goals. The Media and Publicity 

Committee published quarterly newsletter with the objective of informing members on our activities. Our 

social media page has become more active in terms of disseminating information. Our IT and digitisation 
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committee has been largely successful in improving our IT system, and have implemented cloud-based file 

storage system and a new emailing system. Our website is more informative and user friendly than before. 

 

Moving forward, I would like to encourage all members to participate more actively in ANMC events. We 

will be publishing the program calendar for 2022 very soon. In the year 2022, we will shift our focus to 

membership drive and various fund-raising programs. We will commence the process of construction of 

temporary facilities upon receipt of the planning permit from the Hume council. We will also focus on 

exploring government assistance and grant for our project. The successful implementation of all these tasks 

will require active participation and support from all of you.  

 
Finally, a big thanks to our advisors, patrons, community leaders and volunteers leading and contributing 

via various committees and sub-committees. We are progressing towards our end goals and it is all  because 

of your generous support. The progress ANMC has made so far is the collective efforts of past committees, 

community leaders and volunteers.  

 
I am proud of the way our organisation has grown. Let us continue working together to fulfil our common 

goal. Our community is our pride. 

 
In the meantime, look after your well-being, stay safe and hope to see you all at the next event. 

 
Thank you. 

 
Regards, 
Rajesh Acharya 
President 
ANMC 

 


